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Superintendent’s Welcome 

By Dr. Whitney Meissner, Superintendent
Our conversations this fall have centered 

around strengthening and fostering a “Caring 
Environment”, one of our three La Conner School 
District Strategic Plan Goals.

Let me say: We are ALL IN for ALL KIDS! 
What that means for me is that we are working 

hard every single day to create the classrooms 
and schools where ALL children and adults can 
thrive and be adored. We are working to connect 
with each person individually to share with them 
the message, “I believe in you! I am here to help 
you learn! I adore you!”

We do this by seeing the person first, by 
practicing personal greetings, by smiling, giving 
high-fives, and by noticing those that might be 
having a tough day. We build each other up. We 
inspire hope.

We truly believe that by focusing first on our 
caring environment, the learning will come along 
hand in hand. Just yesterday I had a teacher share 
with me that he overheard a 5th grade student 
say, “This is the best thing I’ve ever done at La 
Conner Elementary!”. We want kids having those 
experiences every single day.

The school board and I have embarked on a 
series of small community conversations. We would 
welcome the opportunity to engage with you. There 
are great things happening in our schools every 
day, and we also recognize that we are focusing 
on our three goal areas of “Caring Environment”, 
“Student Learning”, and “Communication” because 
we still have work to do. We have not arrived, and 
we will strive to make significant improvements in 
all areas by working together.

Just like the United States of America, the 
Associated Student Body (ASB) of La Conner High 
School operates with a constitution. This is what 
our student leaders are learning about: their role 
in student government. At the first ASB meeting of 
the school year, students learned more about their 
responsibilities to their class and schoolmates. As 
part of the first meeting Principal Todd Torgeson 
administered each position and student with the 
oath of office. As an ASB, students are responsible 
for approving expenditures of their funds, coming 
up with ideas for activities and school culture, and 
leading the school in all things extracurricular. 

Our executive board, Rachel Drake (sr.), Matty 

Lagerwey (sr.), Avery Sloniker (so.), and Yareli 
Lopez (jr.) have come up with two goals to promote 
their administration this year. First, they want to 
create a more positive high school experience 
for all students. And second, the executive 
board wants to increase “Brave Pride”, which 
is described as living up to the legacy created 
by student governments past. With the help of 
the class officers, club representatives, and the 
leadership class they will be working tirelessly to 
make that happen. To close, United we stand...
student government is growing here at La Conner 
High School.

United We Stand

La Conner Middle/High School

By Todd Torgeson, MS/HS Principal
La Conner Middle School and High School have 

a couple of new courses for the 2018-19 school 
year that have our students excited about learning. 
We have Robotics courses available for students 
from 6th to 12th grade. Our Robotics courses 
incorporate learning in Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Mathematics. Our students are 
enjoying the challenge and the opportunity to be 
creative. Our students are given a challenge or a set 
of tasks that they need to solve by building a robot 
that can accomplish those tasks.  Our students are 
programing their robots with the capability to go 
over objects and carry different items to designated  

 
areas. Some of the robots are equipment with 
sensors to stop before making contact with a wall 
or obstacle with similar technology that are used 
in automobiles to avoid collisions. 

Although Robotics courses are new to La 
Conner, there are established programs in the 
county. Our middle school students will begin 
competing in local robotics competitions to test 
their skills and abilities in manufacturing robots that 
can accomplish a set of tasks. The opportunities of 
our student’s potential is limitless we continue to 
challenge their creativity through problem solving 
activities. 

Students Benefit from Robotics Classes
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Magic in Mathematics

By Rachel Grzech, High School Math Teacher
If you have ever found yourself wishing you 

could be a part of the Wizarding World of Harry 
Potter, then Mrs. Grzech’s high school mathematics 
classroom is for you! Students come to math 
class each day through Platform 9 ¾ and enter a 
classroom decked out in all things Harry Potter. 
There is a complete brick wall depicting Kings 
Cross Station and a full stone wall representing 
the giant castle of the fantasy series. House flags 
hang along the wall and a white board proudly 
proclaims the “Daily Prophet.” Beyond the loud 
decorations, there are small touches around the 
room for students and teachers alike to discover 
as the year progresses. Students received “letters” 
inviting them to join the school and took a short 
personality profiling quiz to help ‘sort’ students 
into their appropriate house. Much to everyone’s 
surprise, students were sorted primarily into only  

 
two of the four houses, Ravenclaw and Hufflepuff. 

Most students are impressed and excited with 
the layout of the classroom. Many requests have 
been made to expand on the class’ theme with 
items brought from home. Mrs. Grzech has been 
told that she needs a true wand to help bring the 
magic to life. 

Where did this intriguing idea come from? After 
reading all seven Harry Potter books this summer, 
Mrs. Grzech decided Harry Potter’s world was one 
capable of reaching all students and capturing 
attention. It’s a space students enjoy coming into 
and it is a huge help to the learning process to 
not dread coming into the classroom. Not one to 
do something half-way, she enlisted help from 
family and friends to make sure her classroom was 
completely transformed to help relax and engage 
her students all year long. 

College Courses 
Come to LCHS

College in the High School

By Suzann Keith, High School English Teacher
This year, for the first time ever, La Conner High 

School seniors will be able to earn college credit 
for English 101 right here at home! In partnership 
with Central Washington University, students 
who qualify can fulfill the college English 101 
requirements while enrolled in an LCHS English 12 
course. After successful completion of the course 
with a grade of C or higher, students will earn five 
credits on a CWU transcript. Students may then 
take these credits with them to almost any other 
college or university they choose!

What’s even better is that due to a grant that 
LCHS applied for and received, students will be 
able to receive these college credits for FREE! 

This program is called College in the High 
School and it is essentially the opposite of Running 
Start. With College in the High School, students 
have the opportunity to earn college credit, but 
instead of having to travel to a college campus, 
the college course is delivered to them right in their 
own high school classroom.

High school English teacher Suzann Keith is 
the first LCHS teacher to offer college courses 
through CWU. She was accepted as an instructor 
in the program last spring and attended a training 
at the Ellensburg campus over the summer. Keith 
will work in conjunction with CWU faculty to ensure 
that all college course standards are being met 
here in La Conner. 

LCHS is currently offering English 101 this 
fall and will offer Humanities 102 in the second 
semester for a total of 10 free college credits! 

We are excited about this opportunity for our 
students and are looking forward to expanding 
the program and offering even more courses in 
the years to come. 

If you have questions about College in the High 
School or would like more information, you may 
contact Suzann Keith at skeith@lc.k12.wa.us. 
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By Dr. Whitney Meissner, Superintendent
On Saturday, September 29, forty people 

gathered at the Swinomish Youth Center for a day 
of shared learning. Swinomish Education Director 
Michael Vendiola coordinated the event, and over 
30 members of La Conner School District staff 
attended the event.

The Elders’ Panel featured stories from four 
representatives of Swinomish. Diane Vendiola 
began the conversation as the eldest elder. She 
opened by sharing, “It’s important always to know 
your past to understand your future”. She told 
us that on a typical Saturday, she would enjoy 
her breakfast while leisurely reading the New 
York Times. As she shared her family history, 
where her names originated, and her childhood 
experiences growing up in Seattle’s International 
District (then called Chinatown), the silence and 
attention of the audience was as palpable as her 
words. Education has and is an important part of 
her family experience, and curiosity is something 

innate to her persona. 
Next to speak was Ray Mitchell, a long-time 

educator who served as one of the principals of 
La Conner Elementary School. His family came 
back to Swinomish in 1926 as fishermen. He 
talked of the impact the Skagit River jetties have 
had on fishing. He shared about his education in 
La Conner, Skagit College, and the Army, which 
allowed him to complete his college education 
through the GI Bill. He emphasized the importance 
of learning and knowing the treaties – particularly 
the right to hunt and fish in usual places and the 
accustomed manner of the community.

Bev Peters was wearing orange on this day 
to give memory to ancestors and survivors of 
boarding schools. When she was in school in the 
early 50s, many were not allowed to attend a non-
native school. She attended a boarding school in 
North Vancouver, then Kamloops, BC. She met Mr. 
Peters and didn’t return, though she did complete 
a GED and a clerical certificate later.

Senator Barb James carries her grandmother’s 
name and connection to over 400 family members. 
She attended La Conner and Mount Vernon 
schools before being sent to boarding school for 
11th and 12th grade. She referenced the medicine 
wheel and focusing on seven parts of life. She 
continues to be a strong and positive parental 
figure for many in her family and throughout the 
community. She celebrated 34 years of sobriety 
on the day of our gathering.

After the powerful words from the elders, we 
were treated to a presentation by Shelly Vendiola, 
daughter of Diane, sister of Michael. Shelly is 
faculty at Northwest Indian College, Swinomish 
campus, and she talked to us about the importance 
of considering how we respect culture and cultural 
icons, rather than appropriating them for our use. 
She talked about culture from native and non-
native perspectives. It was particularly touching to 
hear, see, and experience how elders are honored 
and consulted in Swinomish. It happened multiple 

times during our day together. 
We then had the great opportunity to hear Larry 

Campbell speak regarding Swinomish culture. 
He talked about how prior to the treaties of 1855, 
there weren’t such things as “tribes”. There were 
families, bands, and they moved about regionally 
to share resources and work together. He shared 
that the Swinomish are known as “The Silent 
People”, that they hold their culture, stories, and 
traditions very close. This made our experiences 
all the more poignant to be able to hear, share, 
and learn together.

Our school staff were deeply touched and 
appreciative of the opportunities presented during 
this day. We were gifted with so much, it is difficult 
to know how to say thank you adequately. This is 
just one more example of the incredible gift we 
have in our partnership with Swinomish. Thank 
you to all who made the day spectacular!

Swinomish Institute: Learning Together
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La Conner Elementary School

By Beverly Bowen, Elementary Principal
Students at La Conner Elementary are learning 

to become scientists, engineers and designers 
with our new STEM program.  STEM stands for 
Science, Technology, Engineering and Math.  
Creativity and art are inserted as well to make it 
“STEAM”. Mr. Landworth is visiting each classroom 
once or twice a week to provide specialized 
interdisciplinary instruction of the content and to 
help students apply their learning to a project.  
STEM provides authentic learning activities and 
incorporates novelty and student decision-making 
into classroom lessons.

Students listen to a story, identify a problem 
from the story and design a potential solution to 
the problem. When the design phase is complete, 
they construct a model to provide a solution 
to the problem they have identified.   Some of 
the designs that students have completed are 
mousetraps, oil spill cleanups, frog habitats, and 
yeast experiments.  Students have a high level of 
interest in the hands-on design and construction.  
They learn to take risks, collaborate and solve 
problems.

Several students commented about STEM 
instruction.  “I love to design and build!” said 
Anthony. “We get to work with all kinds of legos, 
magnets and blocks”, added Brayden.  Faith said, 
“My favorite is to think and write a design and then 
try to make it.”

Along with the STEM instruction weekly, Mr. 
Landworth and Ms. Clothier are opening up the 
Elementary Library each Tuesday for a Makers 
Club during lunch recess. The library is filled with 
a variety of materials students can use.  They can 
explore engineering concepts through the lens 
of their own interests. La Conner Elementary is 
working hard to engage students and develop their 
STEM knowledge for the future.

Expect Great Things!

C h i l d r e n  i n  t h e 
elementary are learning 

how to  create and 
nurture their own caring 
school environment. 
One way they do 
this is by filling each 
other’s buckets.

Imag ine  each 
person in school has 

a bucket of positive 
feelings. Each other 

person has the choice to 
be a bucket filler, or a bucket 

dumper. Bucket fillers take time to share with 
others what they like, appreciate, and admire 
about them. They show gratitude when someone 
has helped them. They notice when someone is 
having a tough day. These kind words and gestures 
of gratitude keep buckets full of positive feelings. 
And, on those rare occasions when one becomes 
a bucket dumper, meaning that 
hurtful words were used that 
made someone feel bad, 
we accept responsibility 
for that and say we’re 
sorry.

Learning to take 
respons ib i l i t y 
for our words 
and actions, 
and knowing 
h o w  e a c h 
o n e  o f  u s 
can choose 
kindness over 
hurtfulness, is a 
great way to build 
a caring environment. 
Be a bucket filler!

We hope families and community 
members will consider joining our PTSA 
and/or Booster Club this year! We run 
many educational and fun programs 
and activities for our whole student 
body. We appreciate your support!

STEM Program 
Thriving at LCES

Filling Each 
Other’s Bucket
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Classroom Tools

By Lisa Hedlund, 1st Grade Teacher
We have good news to share with you! Donors 

Choose, a nonprofit organization, is helping 
to support many classrooms in the La Conner 
School District. We’d like to tell you more about 
this organization.
From their website: 

Donors Choose was started by a classroom 
teacher. In 2000, Charles Best, a teacher at a 
Bronx public high school, wanted his students 
to read Little House on the Prairie. As he was 
making photocopies of the one book he could 
procure, Charles thought about all the money 
he and his colleagues were spending on books, 
art supplies, and other materials. And he figured 
there were people out there who’d want to 
help — if they could see where their money was 
going. Charles sketched out a website where 
teachers could post classroom project requests, 
and donors could choose the ones they wanted 
to support. His colleagues posted the first 11 
requests. Then it spread. Today, Donors Choose 
is open to every public school in America.

Their mission is to make it easy for anyone to help 
a classroom in need, moving us closer to a nation 
where students in every community have the tools 
and experiences they need for a great education.

Some of the projects funded in the La Conner 
School District have been flexible seating and 
STEM manipulatives in Mrs. Avila’s 1st grade, 
head phones for Mrs. Malcomson’s 3rd grade, 
classroom sets of nonfiction readers and STEM 
activities for Mrs. Hedlund’s 1st grade, books on 
tape and varied classroom supplies in Mrs. Silver’s 
Special Ed classroom. You can look at the fully 
funded projects at the website to see more details. 

There are several La Conner projects currently 
on the website looking for donors. We encourage 
you to visit the website and see all of the wonderful 
projects available to support at DonorsChoose.org.

Swinomish Preschool

By Jan Auman and her fifth grade class
What if every table group had a completely 

different set of rights and responsibilities in the 
classroom?  What would happen to the well-
being of the entire class?  These are just some 
of the questions that were explored as the 5th 
graders in Ms. Auman’s  class developed their 
own Classroom Agreement.  Using the Preamble 
of the United States Constitution and the Oral 
Constitution of the Iroquis Confederacy (known 
as the Great Law of Peace) as  models, the class 
brainstormed what they thought were their rights 
and responsibilities as students.  Their hard work 

and serious 
d iscuss ions 
c u l m i n a t e d 
w i t h  t h e 
c rea t i on  o f 
their very own 
Cons t i tu ion 
w h i c h  w a s 
r a t i f i e d  o n 
S e p t e m b e r 
19,  2018 – 
exact ly 229 
years  a f te r 
the  s ign ing 
of  the U.S. 
Constitution!  It 
is now proudly 
displayed in 
the front of their 
c l a s s r o o m 
a n d  s t a t e s 
the gu id ing 
principles of 
how they work 
together.

Constitution Day
By Andy Wheeler, Preschool Administrator and 
John Haley, Preschool Manager

Life through a preschooler’s eyes can be 
equal parts wonder, joy, surprise, and challenge. 
At the Susan Wilbur Early Education Center, the 
Swinomish-La Conner preschool staff works to 
create such experiences for the children every day.

Balancing activities that support play and 
learning is what preschool is all about. It is common 
to see ear-to-ear smiles from all who connect with 
preschool: children, teachers, support staff, bus 
drivers, and of course, the parents. 

Imagination and play serve as fundamental 
values to support learning and development of 
all children. While learning important routines 
for everything from snacks and meals, personal 
hygiene, early literacy and math, and moving to 
and from the classrooms, students feel the love 
and attention of the caring staff there to support 
them. 

Our first and foremost responsibility is to ensure 
that this, each child’s first schooling experience, 
is warm, welcoming, and joyful.

And our most important partner in this is family.  
Family members bring us their children every 
day, meet with us about their progress several 
times a year, and work with students at home. 
We encourage parents and guardians to reach 
out to our staff to tell us what’s working well for 
their children, and what concerns and celebrations 
they’re sharing at home. 

The school district is very grateful for the 
partnership with Swinomish Indian Tribal 
Community, and we work hard to incorporate 
culturally relevant experiences into the students’ 
day. We utilize a variety of goals to help our 
children be “kindergarten ready”, socially and 
academically. Most importantly, we are working 
to ensure that all students feel loved and adored 
as they step into the wondrous world of school.

Preschool PartnershipsDonors Choose

Students show off classroom materials purchased 
through DonorsChoose.org donations.
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POSTAL CUSTOMER

Braves Booster Club (BBC) is a service-oriented 
club that lends support, both moral and financial, to 
academic, athletic, musical, and social activities for 
the La Conner Middle/High School. Its purpose is 
to develop and implement fundraising opportunities, 
promote participation at school events, and provide 
scholarship assistance for students. The BBC pro-
vides volunteer assistance, advocates for the school 
in the community, provides forums for discussions 
on student issues, supports and recognizes staff, 
and provides scholarships to graduating seniors. 

Joining the Braves Booster Club (individual or 
business) is important to the health and culture of our 
community. It costs $25 (individual) / $50 (business) 
per year. The dues aid in providing extracurricular 
support for our students. Please fill out the form 
located on the La Conner School District website 
(www.lcsd.wednet.edu) or in the school office. The 
Booster Club web page can be found under the 
Extracurricular heading.

Thank you for your continued support. Welcome 
to those joining us this year. Questions or comments 
can be directed to laconnerboosterclub@gmail.com. 

Kelly Harper (President), Christine Tripp (Vice 
President), Terri Cunningham (Treasurer), and Steve 
Johnson (Secretary).

Support our Braves Booster Club
The Braves’ Club is enchanting, enriching, and 

amazing again this year. The doors opened to 
embrace the second year with great enthusiasm 
and 93 students enrolled! Each day the club is 
filled with a cacophony of students engaged in 
a plethora of games, music, programs, crafts, 
fitness, and more. Currently the Braves’ Club 
is looking for volunteers to assist with daily 
activities, join Friends of the Braves’ Club Council 
for fundraising, and talented individuals that 
would enjoy sharing and teaching their expertise 
to students in the Enrichment Academy which 
runs for one day a week for 5-8 weeks. The club 
also accepts monetary gifts of any denomination 
to assist in the cost of the program. Tours are 
available each weekday from 2:30-6:00. Please 
contact Marlene Brenton for more information on 
how you can make a difference. 360-399-1921

Braves’ Club After 
School Care


